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SAVE THE DATE - MAY 23
CLASSIC PIANOS’ LEWIS & CLARK PIANO PRE-SALE
EXTRA DISCOUNTS TO CHORDINATION FAMILIES

MEET OUR NEW DRUM TEACHER, TODD BISHOP
Todd Bishop has been performing and teaching professionally in the US and internationally since 1985. He has led jazz, avant-garde and 
indie rock groups and produced six CDs of original music for Seattle's Origin Records and for independent release. Since 2009 he has done 
four European tours with his own jazz quartet. 

He studied classical percussion with Charles Dowd at the University of Oregon, and, under scholarship, jazz studies at the University of 
Southern California. He also completed six national tours with DCI-affiliated drum and bugle corps, including, in 1986, the famous Santa 
Clara Vanguard, which finished second at DCI's national finals competition that year. He was instructed by DCI Hall of Fame members 
Ralph Hardimon and George Tuthill, as well as rudimental specialist Alan Keown.

As a teacher Bishop is dedicated to producing drumming musicians, and enjoys working with students of all ages, abilities, and levels of 
commitment. His biggest strengths are communication, patience, and enthusiasm for helping students express themselves and have fun 
playing the drums. 
Lessons can cover all styles of music for drumset, snare drum technique, band and orchestra percussion, marching percussion, reading, and 
audition prep.  Todd is also able to teach beginning piano.

At the beginning of the academic year, Classic Pianos loans Lewis & Clark a substantial number of pianos to use. At 
the end of the year these pianos are brought back to Classic Pianos for a major piano sale. These pianos are offered 
to Lewis & Clark alumni at a discounted price not available to the public. Chordination’s owner, John Jaqua, is an 
alumnus and has arranged for these discounts to be offered to Chordination families. On Wednesday, May 23, by 
appointment only, John Jaqua will be available at Classic Pianos to assist in selecting the right piano. You will get 
first and best selection of the inventory, and receive and additional discount of the sale price. You can also tell 
friends and family of this pre-sale as well as the regular days of the sale May 24-28.

Teachers, parents and students are frequently looking for creative ways to connect to music. Sometimes weekly lessons lose their luster in 
the busyness of a week of school, homework, sports and lessons.  What is something we can do to capture the relevancy of music lessons?

I was thinking about this while watching the Academy Award for best musical score and original song.  Many of the original songs had 
important messages about inclusion and other contemporary issues. The next day I saw Black Panther and was awed by the musical score 
and how perfectly it matched the tone of the movie.  Think about the soundtracks to some of the most popular movies. Better yet, have 
your student notice a song’s message in a soundtrack or listen to the score underneath a movie and understand how that movie would be 
greatly reduced without that added element.  Use the music found in movies, the opening songs to favorite TV shows, even commercials- 
have your student discuss what they hear, what tone does it set, what do they feel? Creating dialogue around the music we hear helps 
create connectivity to the importance of music lessons.  Imagine Pirates of the Caribbean, Star Wars, and Black Panther without a 
soundtrack and musical score.

FROM JOHN   by John Jaqua
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CANCELLATION POLICY

By the time you receive this newsletter we will have just finished our Winter Recital. We offer three recitals a year as we strongly feel that 
performance is an essential part of music education. The ability to prepare, practice and stand in front of a group and perform is both a life 
skill and a musical skill. We try to have recitals in different venues from time to time as that is also part of musical performance- the ability to 
go into an unfamiliar place and do your best.
  
We are excited for our Spring Recital which will be on May 20 at Calaroga Terrace- a Senior Living Residence. They have a perfect room for 
recitals. The residents join our families for a lovely Sunday afternoon listening to wonderful performances.  It should be a special recital.

Important Dates to Remember 
Winter Term Ends

March 23, 2018 
Spring Term

April 2 - June 22, 2018
Spring Term Recital

 May 20, 2018
Summer Term

 July 2 - August 24, 2018
Guitar Camp

August 6 - 10, 2018

SPRING RECITAL

MUSIC QUOTE

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flights to 
the imagination and life to everything.  
                                                    - Plato

GUITAR CAMP, AUGUST 6-10
A unique camp experience focused on creating a more in depth opportunity of playing the guitar.  Learn a wide range of styles including 
classical, jazz, Latin and rock. This camp will provide an overview of basic scales to aid with improvisation skills. Students should come with 
basic sight reading skills and knowledge of basic chords to fully participate in the experience. Students will perform select pieces as a group 
performance on the last day of camp. Ben Graves, longtime CHORDination teacher, is the Camp Director. This is a perfect camp for the 
guitar student that wants to explore their instrument in greater depth and bring their skills to a new level. The camp is small and allows for 
much individual attention.  The camp will be held at Classic Pianos from 10:00am- 1:00pm August 6-10.

Makeup lessons are given for students who cancel lessons because of illness or extenuating circumstances when 
teachers are notified at least 24 hours in advance. Make-up lessons are not guaranteed for lessons cancelled due to 
personal scheduling conflicts such as school, sports, extracurricular activities, etc. Our teachers have allotted this 
time for your lesson and it is often difficult for them to fill this time. 

Take a minute to communicate with your teacher about trips, school closures, schedules, etc.   


